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READER. 
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THosE who 0 not able to believe and 


ſpeak well of any book, ought, however, 1 


not to deny and blaſpheme it. 
What they do not know and underſtand, | 


they ſhould leave 70 77s own merits, as Ga- 


MAI. I EIL. ſaid, Acts v. 38, 39, ** And now 


I fay unto you refrain from theſe men and let 
them alone, for if this council, or this work, 


be of men, it will come 70 nought ; but if it 


be of Gov, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt hap-, . 8 


ly ye be found even to fight againſt Gop, 


and the Author himſelf ſhould be anſwer- . 
able for it. The writer of any Books of 


- Prophecies | 


* 
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Prophecies and Revelations, is of private 
conſiderations, and only anſwerable to their 

own conſcience. No ſpiritual man can or 
dare do it ; St. John in the Revelations, ſays, 
chap; xxii. 18, and 19 verſes, If any man 
ſhall add unto theſe things, Gop ſhall, add 
unto him the plagues that are written in his 
book; and if any man ſhall take away the 
words of the book of his prophecy, God 
ſhall take away his pat out of the book of 

Mife, &c.“ 

Therefore woe to chat ſoul who 3 
to inſpiration and revelation, ſhould they not 
prove to be true, and come from Gop by the 
operation of the HOLY SPIRIT. 

Thoſe who really know and fear Sep.! it 
would be impoſſible for them to have any 
concern with falſchood, advance any lies, BY -- 

'Z to ſay any thing, otherwiſe than as the thing 

_ . : really. 

_—_— Now if any \pi irit teaches the Goſpel of 

= Chriſt, he e Racks. «A good tres 

cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 

corrupt tree bring forth good fruit,” 0 . 

the fruit ſhall ye know chem. Ln 

The Angel who leadeth to Chriſt; to kt, 


5 doctrine and life, is a gogd Angel, | 
3 | For . 


ns 


w— 
. 
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vit ) 


For certainly Moſes, and all the. Prophets, 
alſo Jahn the Baptiſt, and even Gop the Fa- 
ther, from heaven itſelf do all lead to Chriſt, 
for whatever he teacheth us, that only are we 
todo. We cannot enter into heaven, but by 
doing the will of our Father, who is in hea- 
ven, whereby we become ſons of Gop, 
through Chriſt, who is the door. | 
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PREFACE. 


No ſooner does an Aurhox make his ap- 
pearance in public print, than a general en- 
quiry takes place, who is the Author ?—what 
is he ?—In ſhort he 1s univerſally the osBJecT _ 
of criticiirg; and alternately blamed and ap- 


plauded, as the obſervations the Rx AbER 


occaſionally meets with, heightens and de- 
preſſes his fancy, and accords with his own | 
opinions. 

The AvTror thinks it firſt „ to 
inform the READ ER, that when this Eſſay 


was firſt written, it was not his intention that 


it ſhould be made evBLic ; but the reiterated 
deſires of a few LITERARY FRIENDS, who 
have expreſſed an earneſt wiſh for its publi- 
cation, and have honored it with a flattering . 
approbation, has at length induced him to 
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| publiſh it; and relying on the 3 FER of 
the Chriſtian Critic, to excuſe his manifold 


errors and faults, he remains perfectly at 


eaſe (let the verdict; which His ENEMIES 


mall pleaſe in their kindneſs and malignity to 
beſtow upon it, be what it may) being fully 
convinced of his on diſi AA bednels and 
fincerity ; and if his bumble efforts to point 
out the abſurd and unfounded opinions, en- 


2 


4 in how leaſt bo Dru to throw any 
light on a ſubject: replete with myſtery and 


ambiguity, his trouble is amply rewarded. 


Maxx bave made Mr. Brothers's Pro- 
* a ſubject of ironital ridicule and fuf. 


tian bombaſt, and whether their futile pro- 
lixities depreciate the cHARAcTER and PER - 


$ONAL VIRTUES of that GENTLEMAN, I 
leave to the judgement and arbitration of the 


woRLD ; but I can by nomeans-imagine they 
reflect that irradiancy on their own, which 
they poſſibly may hope or expect: ethers 
again have made theſe PROPHETICAL WAR 
NINGS a matter of ſerious and deliberate in- 


veſtigation; and with what ſucceſs their 8 
bours have: been-crowned; is not for me 


| determine z ſuffice it to _ that from * 
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impartiality and candour, it is manifeſt they 
proceed from unbigſſed pens, and are the ge- 
nuine productions of CHRISTIAN CIRCUM= | 


SPECTION. 
One*® among the * r juſtly takes notice, 


that * theſe prophecies have been delivered 


with a ſteadineſs that little accords with the 
actions of a MapmMan ; indeed the ſtyle 
of intrepidity with which he has ventured 
to predict the moſt fatal diſaſters ta the rulers: 
of nations, feems to ſpring from ſomething - 
morethan an ordinary channel, and to indicate 
a diſdain of danger that is rarely found in 
common men. Indeed, this writer's ob- 


ſervation is particularly juſt, as Mr. Bros 


thers's conduct to the moment of his arreſt; 


by the King's meſſengers, evinced, without 


diſpute, a wonderful boldneſs and unſhaken 
intrepidity. As there have been many vague 
and falſe reports concerning the manner in 
which he received the ſummons of the Privy 
Council, I ſhall here take the liberty of 
recounting it, as I received the information 
from the landlord of the houſe himſelf, where 
Mr Brothers * in Paddin e and 


An i ingenious Fumphlet, 3 « L20K ARFORE YOU 


rar, '" &C. page 1. 
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1 preſume i it will not be Uülebelscdery to the 
reader: About nine o'clock on Wedneſday 
morning, March the Ath, two meſſengers 
deſired to ſpeak with Mr. Brothers, and im- 
mediately on the ſervant informing him 
two gentlemen wiſhed to ſee him, he at- 
tended: them, and being made acquainted 
= 5 with the purpoſe of their viſit, he heſitated 
=_ not but directly acquieſced, I will attend 
ut you inſtantly, Gentlemen,” ſaid he, walk 

[ up) ſtairs to my apartment if you pleaſe.” 
1 | They accompanied him up ſtairs, and having 
i peruſed his papers, and examined his books, 
| 1 and taking ſuch of both as they thought pro- 
per, they came down again. As Mr. Bro- 
1 thers, was going out of the, ſtreet· door, he 
addreſſed the landlady, Don't be alarmed, 
| \ this, will. be a day of. rejoicing,” and giving 
| | her a u NRHA to take care of his room, part 
| ticularly enjoined her, zo, tell every perſan 
bo enguired for bim, the. place where' he was 
gone, and on no account to decerve any one. On 
. approaching. the; door of the coach, be told 
Ml.r. Roſs. (one of the meſſengers) he could 
not get into the coach. ; unleſs he was forced, 
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got in, and departed ee in undaunted 
_ | ; 
On the firſt day of Mr. Brothers s con- 
3B finement, 1 myſelf called on Mr. Roſs, to 
*F =niquire if there was a poſſibility of my 
7 AFpeaking to him: He told me with great 
pPaoliteneſs, 47 preſent it was nb allotwable, uur. 

in a few days, after be had witlef&me an cm- 

mation by the Privy C ouncil, Be would be per- 

mitted; he had not a doubt, to ſes Eis friends. 

It was not at all ſurpriſing that his books had 

given ALARMI NG confternation to government, 

und his Majeſty s thirifters row wiſhed 40 enpuire 

by wHAT authority: he bad written and pubs 

Tifhed tbem. He enquired alſo if I had known 
Mr. B. long, and what were my opimons of | 
Bim. I candidly anſwered, that I had bern i 
In the habit of onfuting\bim occaftenally* ' for ſume 
months, and I never ſaw any aclion of decd that 
tould in nfluence ine to confi der him in the li gh 
J Mapman; -and*Þ*myſelf barb Jo mech 

=_ HR 2 Pate of lui u&y as" YoU gert he'was un INE 
= POSTOR. + The meſſenger ſhook his head, 
whether i in pity sta my RED ey; or in 
compaſſion to the apparent detangement of 
my mind in having ſueh a belief, «cannot 
determine, however, he aſſured me, that 
8 | tet 
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2 Mr. Brotbets Bx what he might, it was in- 


off ble for him zo ſay what his FATE would be 2 


Several people who had almoſt an implicit 
belief in all Mr. Brothers's aſſertions, both 
written and verbal, fince his impriſonment,* 


have ſo far degenerated from a belief, and 
placing the leaſt confidence in him, that they 


Joad him even with blaſphemous reproaches, 


and boldly term him a F1END oF HELL ; 


forgetting that this very man, as an EMANU= 


ENs1s of the A4 High, foretold, in the very 


book in which they once profeſſed truly to 


| believe, that hereafter, when he wrote of 


other things in this country, he would be 


called an impoſtor—a fool a lyar. More- 
+, over, ſays the LogD, you will be impriſoned 
and treated very ill ;” and I believe RA N- 


-MENT will not deny, that the cauſe. of his 
being confined, originated from the laſt addi- 


tions to his book which was publiſhed only a 
day or two before his confinement, ' I own, 


that Mr. Brothers's aſſerting that our beloved 
ſovereign. will be obliged to deliver up his 
crown to him, and then his power would infant 


-*T think I am NOTE" by tri propriety to term it ſo, aq 
erety man who is ſecluded from ſpeaking and ſeeing whom he 


pleaſes, is certainly deprived of his natural _ and without 5 


ceaſe, | 


— Lamera as 


EC” 


eaſe, might with reaſon give riſe to conſtex- 
nation; indeed (I may ſay with my friend 


* _Roſs) ALARMING CONSTERNATION to 


government, and to his Majeſty's miniſters, 
ohe are more precious to him, yea even more 
| $7 ecious than the King's right hand? But how 
dreadful and tremendous are the threats of 
the Almighty ?—and may we not expect 
that they will be fulfilled, ſince he is both 
impriſoned and ill- treated? THE PEOPLE 
WILL BE KILLED AND THE CITY SHALL BE 
DESTROYED | 

Since Mr. BzoTurrs's confinement, the. 
public mind, however extraordinary it may 
appear, ſeems ſtill more agitated and alarm 
ed by predictions, which are beyond all 
doubt daily, nay, momentarily aceompliſhing? 
to the ſurprize and conſternation of the whole 
world. His books are now read with eager- 
neſs by all ranks of people, and all ſeem 
anxious to convince themſelves of the reality 
of his miſſion. Nor is it by any means un- 
accountable that a ſpirit of enquiry ſtiould 
pervade every ee Et to ne 


„Net the regder refer to the contuS md redent- oroeeblinige 
pf the King or Prvsa, Eurkabg by GBRMANT, 
Empancs or Russ1a, and the STADHOLDER. 
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1 SCRIPTURES, in order that it may be 
the better able to decide for itſelf; and com 
fident T' am, that thoſe who do inveſtigate 
the HoL SCRIPTURES will find ſuch an anax 
logy in the origin, actions, and condition be- 
tween the acknowledged prophets of old, and 
Mr. Brothers, that they will not heſitate to 
pronounee there is ſuch an exiſting coinci- 
dence of characters, fimilarity in perſonal 
manners, and exactitude of ſufferings, that 
might juſtly influence them to receive him g as 
the character he aſſumes. a0 


In all ages and in all countries, we find the 


| prophets" of God, neglected, deſpiſed, and 
abuſed ; on BLESSED LORD AND SAVIOUR 
Jesvs CHRIST, when he preached the word 


of God at Gal IL EE, had but few ſtedfaſt 


followers; and the government took every 
poſſible means to quell his doctrine; but 
finding all their endeavours ineffectual, they , 
determined to take away his life, and they 
ſhortly put it into execution. Thus was the 
Son of God, who came into the world to 
purchaſe ſalvation to ſinners, at length ig 
nominiouſly crucified by the hands of unbe- 
Tieving Jews. But mark the reſult! The 
—— hurled Gown vengeance inſtanta- 


' neouſly | 


12% . 
" 7 if 
a 


(ai 


neouſſy on their Heads, death and ruin to 
themſelves, and deſtruction to their country; 


hated by God, and deſpiſed by man, they 
were driven from ſociety, and became vaga- 
bonds on the face of the earth. 
.  Mosxs, who all, Chriſtians muſt allow, 
was divinely inſpired and received the com- 
mands of God from his own mouth, when 
he prophecied the deliverance: of the Jews 
from the Egyptian bondage, was even de- 
ſpiſed and diſbelieved by the very. people he 
came to deliver, out of captivity. He ex- 


claims in the fourth chapter of Exodus, BE- 


HOLD THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE ME, NOR 
HEARKEN UNTO MY VOICE Nor did the 
people liſten to Mosks and his brother A ARON, | 

till ſigns and mighty wonders were performed 4 


before them ; and then they believed ; and 
wwhen they heard the Lord had WJ ted the chil- | 


| dren of Ijrael ; and that be had” looked upon 


their afflictions, then they. ho wed their beads. 


and worſhipped ; when the Lord had ſoftened 


the heart of Pharoah, and he permitted the 
Iſraelites. to depart, out of Egypt, He went 
before them by day in a pillar of. a claud to lead 
them the way, and by night i in a pillar of fire ts 
Cee 425 light, 70 go. by ap and mght. We 
* TY 5 "underſtand 
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underſtand as ſooti is the news of the de- 
parture of the Jews was brought to Pharaoh; 
bis heart was again hatdened, and the people 
murmured exceedingly. He collected his 
choſen horſes and chariots, and purſued them 
with his army, and overtook them by the 
ſea fide. When the Children of Ifracl 
faw the Egyptians approach, hey were ſore 
afraid, and they ſaid unto Moss, becaufe 
there were no graves in Egypt, haſt thoit 
| taken us away to die in the Wilderneſs But 
Moſes anſwered their murmurs, ſaying, Fear 
ye not, fland ſtill, and fee the SaLVATIOx 
Wl of the LorD which he will ſhew to you To- 
x DAY : and the raging ocean, whoſe boiſter- 
ous billows ſo much affrighted the faith- 
leſs Iſraelites, THE Loxp DIVIDED, and 
he ſent a ſtrong /Eaſterly wind that made 
the ſea dry land, and they paſſed over on dry 
ground through the midft of the ſea, and the 
waters were a wall to them on their right hand. 
and on their left. The Egyptians purſued 
them through the waters, but the ſea return- 
ing to its former ſtrength overturned them, 
whenPharaoh, and all his hoſt periſhed in the 
waters. Then, and ox TL then, when Iſrael | 


faw the wonders the Lord had wrought upan 
the 
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the Egyptians did they truly fear the Lord, 
and believe in his ſervant Moſes. (5708 
It is the ſame with us of the preſent day; 
every little incident that occurs contrary. to 
our expectations, flaggert our faith, and 
leſſens our belief: but ſince the ways of God 
are unknown, and inſcrutable to man, let us 
not preſume to interfere with his divine will, 
bya too ſerutinous examination of his preſcient 
will, leſt we offend the Almighty, and pro- 
voke him to wrath. It is by no means an 
7 argument (though offered by many) againſt 
Mr. Brothers that he is not the Prophet of 
God, becauſe his birth may be humble, and his 
origin obſcure . We know that Davio, 
KING or ISRAEL, who was the greateſt fa- 
vourite God ever had on earth, as he wa 4 
man after God's own heart, aſcended from 4 
mean and obſcure ſituation, that of a ſhepherd; 
and tending flocks in the fields, to the govern- | 
ment of the Jewiſh Nation, and the Lonn 
appointed his ſeed to {way over it for ever. 5 


1 * ALzgarntd Gentleman in a futile pamphlet endeavours 

E to prove Mr. Bnor Hs born of a waſherwoman in Wapping, | 
but I will rectify his ſeandalous, and depreciating, if not in- 
tended miſtake, by informing him, he is a native of Placentia 
in Newfoundland, and bas not any near relations i in 9 
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s was called to the prophetical office, 
from being g a herdſman, and gatherer of fyca-. 
more fruit at TEKOA,, a town in the TRIBE 
oF Jop an, about twelve miles ſouth of Je- 
ruſalem, ſo that the Almighty. makes no 
diſtinction} of perſons; the poor and the. 
RICH, when virtuous and juſt, are equally. 
beloved by him. Hence then let us remem- 
ber that in reſiſting the words of his Choſen 
Servants we oppoſe God, andi incur erar- 

ing puniſhment. v1 ca] 

Thoughour BLESSED Pita hiraſelf, e 
on earth, taught us to beware of ALS PRO 
ru rs ghat might riſe up aniong us ;- yet we 

ought moſt eſpecially tor emember, that he 
alſo told us we ſhould know] MEN by theit 
; works, whether they be of God or of the 
Devil.“ leſt by a fooliſh apoſtae and neglect 
of the warnipgs of God, we run the hazard 
of calling down dreadful. def It of ou 
con ſouls; whilſt they who; beat the words 


of his prophet; and believe am bim | that ſont 
bim hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into 
condemnation. Is it not then a matter of se- 
rious importance to conlider how we ought 
to treat a man who- ftands confeſſed the Pro- 
phet of God? ard as we cannot uravel the 


9 of God's Lad counſels nor dive 
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into his ſecrets; it behoves us to reſpect him, 
even admitting he may not be the PRoeneT 
or Gop, ſince he propagates his goſpel, and 
endeavours to diffuſe a ſpirit of chriſtianity 
into the hearts of men, by impreſſing: their 
ſouls with a true ſenſe of his ee wich 


mew omnipotencſe. 
I am exceedingly ſorry to be bled to re- 
N that Mr. Brothers has not only been 
oppoſed by the ſcurrilous pens of eminent 
divines 5 but has received alſo perſonal i in- 


* ä N : ' ſult, 


F * Dr. Horne for ance. (in ſpite of all his learning) 5 cer- 
| Ff miſſed his aim, for inftead of giving $0UND ARGU- 
MENT. as a 'REFUTATION to Mr. Brothers“ prophecies ; his 
book i a MERE SHALLOW AND. UNFOUNDED Docraix E, 
Which, to all intents. and purpoſes refutes himſelf and ſhameful 
fo read; perverts the moſt plain and comprehenſive parts of 
Scripture. It is a matter of aſtoniſhment to me to hear a man, 
(whoſe life has been ſpent in habitual ſtudy at OxrorD, as be 
muſt neceſſarily have been employed, in order to obtain the 
diſtinguished degree of Docrox at that U ivERS1 Tx) deny 
a point of Scripture, that is even believed by the moſt ignorant 
of the Trinitarian church. In ſine, we might ſuppoſe no man 
poſſeſſed of common ſenſe and underſtanding would contradict 
.our Saviour having BaorNHERSs and SISTERS, which, is proved 
in language ſuitable to the meaneſt capacity, beyond all ca vil 
and diſputation i in the Goſpel of St. Matthew, St; Mark, and 
St. Paul; neyertheleſs our captious diſputant offers the moſt 
frivolous objections againſt it, nor do we find him there alone 


erroneous, as he ſo far deviates from the Taurn in his ob- 


R * ſervations 
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ſult“, (by occular experience I proteſt it) 
from the hands of thoſe very men who, under 
the garb of Prieſthood, diſguiſe the worſt of 
vices, and yet profeſs themſelves the TEACH= 
ERS of /CuRISTIANITY. | 
Having already ſwelled this Preface to a an 
; immoderate length, I ſhall now conclude it 
with a few obſervations on the effect Mr. 
Brothers pamphlet had on myſelf, I am 
ſorry to ſay I cannot boaſt as other authors 


"Kreations che Mo that he aſſerts a Fai LSITY, 21 2 


©  «barefaced contradiction to the words even of that prophet 


himſelf. I allow that Moſes might be verſed in the literature 
of all the Egyptian ſchools, but he did not enjoy the gift of 
"Aoquence, which the learned Doc ron plainly inſinuates be did 
Pelſeſi: putting it alſo as that prophet's great ſuperiority to 
Mr. Brothers in reſpect of learning and knowledge, but I find 
in my bible that Mefes, to far from vaunting himſelf in his 
Alvency of ſpeech, 'owns himſelf particularly wanting in that 
eſſential, and acknowledges almoſt an entire N ta Yide 
Exodus chapter 4, verſe 10. 
1 Verbum fat, A CLI SUA (who reſides not many 


miles from Mary-le-bonne, bur whoſe name I will ſuppreſs from 


motives of pity to his ſhame) called on Mr. Brothers, Feb. 11, 
in a ſtate of ſenſeleſs i intoxication, and beſtowed ſuch infamous 
epithets on him that would have diſgraced the month of a chim- 
ney ſweep, in the preſence of ſeveral gentlemen ; and it is cer. 


tan would have offered him perſonal violence, had he not been 


prevented by the landlord of the houſe, taking him by the 
ſhoulders and ſhewing him the door. But ſince I underſtand 
"is called in a ſober moment to apologize for his _—_— 5 


LH» 
DP” of baviour: S/ tempors | O mores! LO LEW 
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"ſo pompouſly have avowed, that the Scrip- 
ture has been my moſt admired and favourite 
ſtudy, in ſo much that I muſt own I had en- 
tirely neglected the SACRED WRITINGS for 
the peruſal of claſſical authors; and thus, like 
many more, preferred HEATHEN MyTro- 
Loc v to the VoLUME of Diving: KNnow- 
LEDGE; and except when in the places ap- 
pointed for the worſhip of God, they ſeldom * 
(with a bluſſi of ' conviction I on it) occa- 
fioned a ſerious thought. I continued in this 
loſt ſtate of reprobation, till Mr. Brothers 
Prophecies accidentally fell into my hands: 
from that day I began to feel my deficiency-in 
the knowledge of divine revelation, and I be- 1 
gan to peruſe the ſeriptures with avidity: and 
other authors who treat of the Apocalypſe of 
the Apoſtle St; John, wherein are denounced 
the tremendous judgment of God on the ene- 
mies of his goſpel and the children of diſo- 
bedience, particularly the prophetic (bor ſo 
they may be termed] ſermons of the late in- 
genious Dr, Gill; who foretold in a wonder- 
ful manner the revolution of France, which 
Be clearly illuſtrates by the fulfilled fate of 
ether adjacent. Nations. who are ultimately 
3 in the PRRESENT WaR. The de- 
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the wrath of God, (Revelations 16.) and of 
thoſe Nations which they affect in the pouring 


out, bears an unequalled analogy to the pre- 
ſient agitated fituations and political proceed- 
ings of all the EuxOo EAN NATTONSA., I 


would with pleaſure give ſome extracts from 
this celebrated work would my limits permit, 


therefore muſt beg leave to refer my readers 


to the original, as a ee Tay" of 
their moſt ſerious attention -x. 

It would be unneceſſary to ſay more than 
briefly to add, that whilſt we have it in our 
power, let us honour God, and revere his 
commandments, teſt deſolation and deſtruction 


eonetb as a wubirlteind, and then in vain ſhalt | 
we ſeek him but he will not be found ; we 


call upon upon his Name, but he will not 


hear us: when he called to us we disobeyed 


his commands, we refuſed his advice ; when 
in mercy he ſtretched out his hand no man 
regarded; and as we ſet at nought all his 
counſel, and would hear no pot, ſo he 


> Theſe Sermons were gelt 1 "oe years ago, | but now 

re-printed and ſold by Wm. Button, No. 24 Paternofter-Row, 
and Richard Peacock, Eat Smithfielg, and alſo wad by had of 
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will mock our calamity, and laugh at our tri- 
bulation; and will oblige us to eat of the fruit 
of our own unrighteouſneſs, but whoſoever 
hearkeneth unto God, and believeth in him, 
ſhall dwell in ſafety, and free from the fear 
of evil. And ſince man is but a moral 
agent of God, and as an accountable creature 
to the Almighty for every action, word, and 
deed: it behoves us not only to live and at, 
but even to think, judge, and ſpeak ſtrictly ac- 
cording to the principles of his Holy Spirit; 
for God alone is the way, the truth, and the life; 
peace to thoſe who ſeek him, and everlaſting 
life to thoſe who revere him, and keep his 
commandments. Hence then my friends let 
us turn from our evil ways to the teſtimonies 
of the Lord, and cleave unto wiſdom, for 
length of days are in her right hand, and 
in her left hand riches and honour; her ways 
are ways of, pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
are peace. ” 


HENRY FRAN CIS OFF LEY. 


London, March 24, 7795. 
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owever  contemptible the opinions of an 
unknown and 6bſcure individual may appear in 


the eyes of thoſe, whom affluence and preſent 
ſituation have rendered callous to the Whiſper- 


ings of reaſon, and eminently regardleſs of the 
teſtimonies of revealed Knowledge; offered to 


them, by a fellow creature; though prophecy, by 


permiſſion of the Almighty, yet the interbel 


conviction of their efficacy and truth, obliges me 
to make known my humble teſtimony and belief 
of Mr. Brothers's Pamphlets, entitled“ A re- 
vealed Knowledge of the Propheecies, and 
Times.“ — But to me, the malice of thoſe, and 
the pointed ſhafts of envenomed ſarcaſm that 


ſuch will level againſt me will be of litile cone... 
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quence; and literally no more regarded than 
« the eroakings of a raven; being well aſſured, 


that in the Chriſtian and true Believer, I ſhalt find 


that candour and encouragement that ever diſ- 
tinguiſhes the foul of the Man of God. 
Let not the political Zealot, nor the enthu- 


fiaſtical and religious Bigot, accuſe me of fana- 


ticiſm and apoſtacy, before they inveſtigate with 


coolneſs and dehberation the truth of the ob- 


ſervations that will occur in the courſe of this 
Eſſay. Then, if with a ſhadow of reaſon they 
can offer a deciſion againſt me, I will abide it in 
the ſpirit of meckneſs, reſting ſatisfied in my own 


mind of the purity of my intention, and the ſince- 


rity of my ſentiments. 
That the judgements of God are juſt and irre- 


| e eee will ſurely deny, though few are 
ſo wiſe as to perceive the time of their execution 
is at hand. As the firſt principal ſtep towards 
their completion, let us only review the calami- 


ties that have ariſen from the preſent deſtructive 
and unprincipled war, and thoſe that muſt juſtly 


and neceſſarily follow; yet though they are every 


way evident to the calm obſerver, and muſt in- 


evitably happen, . ſtill our wiſe, and prudent 


(may I not add fool-hardy) Legiſlators, are 


determined to purſue it, till its ultimatum. is 


finally cloſed, by the certain deſtruction of its 
:abettors, and the ruin, ſubverſion, and overthrow 


of our deluded and unhappy country—But who 
| can 
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can preſume to warn mankind of their errors and 


the inevitable deſtruction hovering on their de- 
voted heads —ſince he is ridiculed, and even 
abuſed; if he has the good fortune, (if I may 
be permitted to uſe the expreſſion) to eſcape im- 
pri ſonment, and ſuffering an ignominious trial ? 
Has not this happened? Have we not had recent 


inſtances of men having been confined and fui- 
| fering hardſhips and all the impunities, that cri- 
minals convicted of the baſeſt crimes, have only 


undergone—cloſe | confinement—ſcanty ' provi- 
ſion—guarded by the creatures of deſpotiſm, and 
ſuffering every indignity that the tyranny of 


power could invent, or that the malice of an en- 


raged government could poſhbly inflict? Yet 
theſe virtuous and immaculate men, after hav- 
- . ' ) ” 4 XY * 
ing experienced an unparalleled ſeries of op- 


preſſion, when brought to the bar of juſtice, and 


their crimes committed to the inveſtigation of 
men, unbiaſſed by intereſt and authority their 
innocence was: proved © as clear as the noon 


day,” to the ſatisſaction of every honeſt and 


principled heart, and to the utter confuſion of 
their malignant oppreſſors ? Are ſuch then the 
bleſſings the | boaſted. bleſſings of the Engliſh 
Conſtitution, which the venal champions in its 


, cauſe, fo, glaringly laud to the ſkies, and call 


glorious ? Poor ſhort-ſighted Sophiſts ! Ve can- 
not ſee the venality that ſupports it nor the tot- 
par © in which it ſtands it already 
1237192 . c_—_ 
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droops its head, and ſhortly will it fall. Can 


iniquity flouriſh for ever - No the maſter piece 
of wickedneſs—popery—that heinous profana- 
tion of the ſacred God is nearly at an end. Al- 
ready has ſuperſtitious idolatry received a power- 
ful check—its diabolical progreſs. is ſtopped, 
and its entire annihilation is at hand, when the 
faints and ſeryants of the Lord ſhall rejoice, and 


praiſe the moſt high God, that this helliſh mals 


of falſehood, hypocriſy, and deceit, is fallen; 


Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots, and 


the abominations of the earth Babylon is fallen.“ 
The profeſſors. of Chriſtianity will here exclaim, 


what has our Church and Religion to do with „ 


Popery, are we not the children of God and fol- 
lowers of his bleſſed Goſpel I will here anſwer, 
no! ye are indeed blind profeſſors but not doers 
of his word. I would here aſk, What are the idle 


and ſuperficial ceremonies at this day. obſerved . 


in the eſtabliſhed Church of England ? merely 
emblematical types of idolatrous-- ordinances, 
Again, Are not our biſhops, who are called 


Lords ſpiritual,” nothing more than figu- 


rative and typical of a Pope—only of thoſe there 
are a number fele& and choſen; and ſeldom 
1 believe for their eminent piety and virtue; 
though ſaying nothing of that ſubject, is not their 
profeſſional office that the Pope himſelf profeſſes: 
viz. the forgiving of ſins, and the appointment 
of «ay in whom he aſſumes to inveſt the ſame 
4 power? 


(5) 


power? And do not our biſhops, in ordaining men, 


for the ſacred purpoſe of preaching the word of 
God, ſay, as on their knees they bend before 
them Receive the Holy Ghoſt for the office and 
work of a Prieſt in the Church, now committed wnio 
thee by the impoſition of our hands: whoſe ſins thou 
doft forgiue, they are forgiven, c. &c. &c. Is 
not then the office of a biſhop exaQly ſimilar to 
that of a Pope? none I believe poſſeſſed of the 
leaſt grain of ſenſe, can for a moment heſitate 
anſwering in the affirmative—And js not this pro- 
phane ſaying, * Keceiue the Hoh Ghoſt,” an in- 
digpity offered to God, and a violated and irre- 
verent infringement on the Divine Power and 


authority, to. the laſt degree wicked preſumption, 


and nothing leſs than blaſphemy againſt the om- » 

nipotent Almighty, who is Lord of all, both in 
Heaven and on Earth, and in whom reſts alone 
all power, might, majeſty, and dominion, for ever 
and ever, to all eternity ? Vet, ſhall man preſume 
and arrogate to himſelf the power which alone 


is of God, the remiſſion and forgiveneſs of ſins? 


May I not here quote the words of a man, whoſe 
writings in every line, breathe the genuine lan- 


_ guage of Divine inſpiration, that“ rn a falſe 
orm & ordination, is not only diſtonorable tothe 


Ling, Parliament; and People of England, but 


© alſo a ſhameful-reproack to the Biſhops to attempt 


© 10 give, and to 0 wth to . down: to re- 
© crave? foes; 70 h 
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(76) 
- Laying aſide for the preſent,” the convineing 
proofs the Scripture affords of the certain downfall ü a 


of Popery, from the evolution of occurrences that 
bave taken place in many parts of Europe, and 
more particularly the recent criſis in neighbour- 
ing countries, it muſt appear to the man of com- 
mon underſtanding, if he is the leaſt converſant f 
in the political hiſtory of modern events, with- 
out boaſting any conſiderable enthuſiaſtic affett- 
ation or foreſight, that it is drawing very near 
its ſinal cloſe. The endeavours of the learned 0 
have been indefatigable in pointing out the Anti 
Chriſt, ſpoken of in the Sacred Writings, to be 
| Popery;; and the confirmation of truth, has'amply 
_ rewarded the Expoſitor's pains.—Nor ſhould # 
t be unnoticed in this place, that every adver- | 
fary to the Divine Being, who rejets the prieſtly 
office of the bleſſed Redeemer, is a0 all intents 
and purpoſes an Antichriſt, and there are at the 
. preſent day characters and ſects, "whoſe ſyftem of 
faith is little other than a collection of herefees. 
But to return from this apparent digreſſion to 
the main purpoſe of this Eſſay to inveſtigate the 
truth of Mr. Brothers's pamphlets: The firſt, 
* which contains among other great and remark- 
able things, not revealed to any other perſon on | 
earth, the reſtoration of the Hebrews to Jeruſa- 
lem, under their revealed Prince and Prophet,” 
opens with the“ True Age of the World,” which, 
in point of arrangement and exactitude, is unpre- 
+ cedented 
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E 
cedented in the annals of hiſtory. After 3 
giving us a chronological account of Jeruſalem, 
and the diſperſion of the Jews from their native 
land, accurately founded on Scriptural authority z 
he then proceeds to relate the return of the Jems 
to their own land, as 5 een the aw 
n rl nas! f - 
Nothing is more common in the ancient and 
biographical biſtory. of nations, than'to find them 
change their manners and language, nay, even 
thejr. religion and places of habitation, ſo that 
ſometimes it is a mattgg of difficulty to mark, with 
preciſion, from whence they-firſt ſprung. As po- 
erful armies overcome weak ones, ſo. are weak 
Rates obliged to ſubmit to great potentates, aud 
neceſſitated oftentimes by the heavy yoke im- 
poſed upon them, and the barbarous ferocity of 
their baughty* conquerors, to leave their native 
country, and to traverſe, and ſettle» in parts 
barren and uncultivated; nay, peda even be- 
fore unknown. te 

Then, ſhall we vonder, * $6; 1 
the Almighty had pronounced by, the mouth of 
Moſes, Deuteronomy. 28, which in this place 
will not be impropey: for the reader to te 
with attention. 

_ G4th verſe, And the e ſhall * has, 
(meaning the Fews,) among all nations, from the 
one end of the earth to the other; and there 
thou ſhalt ſerve other Gods, which neither thou 
1 5 nor 
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65. And among theſe nations thou ſhalt find 
no caſe, neither ſhall the ſole of thy feet find reſt : 
but the Lord ſhall give thee there a trembling 
heart, and failing of eyes, and ſorrow of mind. 

66. And thy life ſhall hang in doubt before 
thee, and thou ſhalt fear day and night, and ſhall 


| have none affurance of thy life, &c. c. And 


the Land of Judea underwent all theſe viciſſi- 
tades; and was deſtitute of all regal govegn- 
ment, after their diſobediegpge to the laws of God, 
and degenerating into all the idolatries and other 
impieties that are abominations in his fight, 
kindling his wrath into a mighty curſe They 


u fouls, yea, though they bring forth, yet wall I ſta 
cn the beloved fruit of their womb——my God will 


caſt them away becauſe they did not htarken unto Him : 


and they ſhall be wanderers among the Nations 


(Hoſea ix. 16. 17.) and certainly che Jews 
almoſt ever fince the deſtruction of their King- 
dom by Titus Veſpaſian, bave been without a 
Red abode, and have been ſcattered all over the 
earth, neglecting the Lord their God—and 1 


believe there is not a kingdom in de known 


world but there are Jews to be found in it; “get 


© among thoſe Nations fhall they find no eaſe” 
2 may it be ſaid that their ' feet find no 


Tea,” tor every where these unfortunate 
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people are derided, inſulted and abuſed. - Even 


.to England, if we confine ourſelves alone, a 


Country profeſſing the | greateſt humanity to 
ſtrangers and foreigners—we: ſee them wander- 


ing about the ſtreets, particularly inthe metropolis 


of London, in the moſt menial occupation, that 


of carrying a bag at their back, and crying old 


cloaths from door to door, the objects of uni- 
verſal ridicule and contempt, and of thoſe too who 


profeſs themſelves Chriſtians and members of 


Chriſt's. church; but ſhameleſs wretches! have 


neither God before their eyes, nor grace in their 


hearts nay, ſo much are they held in deriſion 
in this Chriſtian Country, that even children de- 


ride them and laugli them to ſcorn, and we find 
their habitations in the moſt obſcure part of the 
town, principally at the eaſt end of the City. 


But nevertheleſs they are a People more favored, 
although ſufferings have been more ſeverely 
inflited ' on them than on any other by the 


N Almighty ; yet they are; though not objects of his 


preſent bounty, particularly under his divine care 
and protection, and will, in due time; be reſtored 


to their Promiſed Land; and God will manifeſt 
his regard and receive them into his favour ac- 

cording to his gzerlaſting covenant which be made 
to the Houſe of Iſrael. After thoſe days, Jays the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 


write it in their hearts, and 1 will be their God, and 


n alt — People. (Jerem. chap. 23. ver. 3. 
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The Ld covenants to the Prophet, to \ forgive 


their iniquity, and to remember their fin no more 


and thus ſays the Lord, If Heaven above can be 


meaſured, and the foundations of the earth 


ſearched out beneath, I will alſo caſt off the ſeed 


of Iſrael for all that they have done.“ (ver. g7.) 
The gathering together the Children is clearly 
confirmed in the Prophet Ezekiel, but more 
eſpecially n the 34th chapter. 


11. For thus ſays the Lord God, L, even 11, 5 
will ſearch for my ſheep and find them out. 


12. As the ſhepherd gathers his flock in the 


day that the ſheep are ſcattered, ſo will I ſeek 


out my ſheep, and will deliver them from all 


places where they had been ſcattered beer che 


cloudy and dark day. 
13. And I will bring them out from the people, 


and gather them from all countries, and will 


bring them to their own Land; I will feed them 
on the mountains of Iſrael by the rivers, and 
make them inhabit the waſte places of the 


country. 
22. I will fave my flock ha they mall be no 


| more a prey; and I way judge between cattle 


and cattle. | FT”) 
223. AndI will ſet up one ſhepherd 4 


and he ſhall feed them, even my ſervant Davry, 
he ſhall feed them, and he ſhall be their ſhepherd. 


24. And I the Lord will be their God, and 
my ſervant David a prince among them: I the 


4 2 have ſpoken it. In 
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In the 36th chapter of the ſame Prophet it is 
written in the gad verſe—Thus ſays the Lord God, 
ix the day that I cleanſe you from all your iniguities I 
will alſo cauſe you to dwell in the cities, and the waſte 
Places ſhall be built, and it ſhall be ſaid, this land that 
was deſolate is become the garden of Eden, and the 
waſte and deſolate ruined cities are fenced and are full 
e inlabitants. From this and the following chap- 
ter it appears, that when the Children of Iſrael 
are gathered from on every ſide, and. are brought 
into their own land—they will be one. Nation on the 
mountains of 1ſrael; and there ſhall be a king to 
rule over them, and. David the ſervant of the 
Lord (or rather, I ſhould ſuppoſe, this revealed 
deſcendant) Mall be their Prince for ever. Here 
I will literally quote Mr. Brothers' ſhort obſer- 
vations which follow a number of well ſelected 
portions of Scripture appertaining to the Jews, 
and their reinſtatement in their Promiſed Land. 
The viſion of Ezekiel,” ſays he © relative to 
© Jeruſalem, alludes to the grandeur and extent 
*of it, when rebuilt by the Jews after their return 
© in the year 1798 it will be the Capital of the 
* World, and frem it will go once more to all 
Nations the Commands of the Living God.“ 

Now for a few words on the poſſibility of his 
being that PRorhET of the Lord, and LIN EAI. 
DscENDANT of David, which he proves in the 
moſt ſtrong and forcible. argument founded on 


the moſt ſolid baſis, the Word of God. Firft, let 
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us perule the 2d chapter of Iſaiah, read the firſt, 
ſecond, and third yerſes, and the fourth will be 


underſtood to mean that Jacob © ſhall judge 
« among the Nations, and ſhall rebuke many 

people; and they ſhall beat their ſwords intq 
«© plough-ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning 
©*« hooks; Nation fhall not lift up ſword againſt 


* Nation, neither ſhall they learn war any more.” 


No man will ſurely doubt the authenticity of the 
Holy Scriptures—if there is, to him I do not ad- 
dreſs myſelf; and the man poſſeſſed of the leaſt - 
| knowledge in the facred writings muſt own, as this 
bleffed prophecy has not yet been fulfilled, for 


the prophet himſelf expreſsly fays, © it will come 


to paſs in the laſt days but ſetting aſide ſuch a 
powerful teſtimony of an inſpired writer, I would 
aſk any mortal in his ſenſes if the prefent mo- 
ment (which teems with blood and flaughter) will 

not give a direct negative to its having been per- 
formed? Is not Government ſtraining every 
nerve to raiſe men for army and navy, by all the 


oppreſſive means that helliſh invention could form, 
all the arbitrary compulſion that deſpotic ariſtocracy 


could execute, in order to carry on a war, with 
unrelaxed exertions, becauſe it is ſuppoſed, i in a 


royal opinion, to be juſt and neceſſary, though 


it tends only to deſtroy multitudes, and call down 


the vengeance of God on this unfortunate country? 
Daily do ve ſee the adored ſon dragged by a 
mercileſs gang from a fond and * parent, 
4 „ 8 who, 
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who,lamenting his fate, brings down their greyhairs 
with ſorrow to the grave a father torn from his 
beloved wife, and leaving perhaps a numerous 
family of young helpleſs children to lament his 
fate, and eat the bread of poverty and miſery : 
again, we often find a youth, by the connivance of 
a fardid guardian, ſold as it were to death, in 
order to gain poſſeſſion of his fortune and eſtate ; 


when, perhaps, both the youth and his poſſeſſions 


were intruſted to his protection and care by a near 
relation, who repoſed in him the greateſt mark of 
friendſhip and eſteem; though fatal experience 
proves him loſt to every ſenſe of humanity, ties of 
blood, and feeling of a man, But God ſays 
if he who fells a man ſhall furely-die for it,” 

Can I poſſibly bring a ſtronger argument to en- 
force it (ihe prophecy), not having been accom- 
pliſhed.: Had it been fulfilled-.-would Nation rise 
againſt Nation, confer in evil council, and con- 
ſtantly premeditate the flaughter of each other? 
And from local obſervation; it is certain the 
art of war is as much careſſed by fools, as 


peace is eſteemed and defired by the good and 


wiſe for in every ftreet, alley, and court, and 
even ſquares too, we meet men and boys feduced 
from the plough and honeſt induſtry, by the all- 
prevailing guile of Government fineſſe. and 
glittering gold, the fatal ſnare of miniſterial cor- 
ruption to accept the mark of the Beaſt 
that Bavet of Hoxovs, (if it may be termed fo) 
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fr the trifling ſum of Twenty Pouxps only, 
which, in my humble opinion, does not appear 
more honourable than that fixed on Cain for the 
- MURDER of his brother ABEL; 
- Secondly, we will advert to the third chapter 
[= of the Prophet Hoſea. | | 
By 4. For the children of Iſrael ſhall be many 
days without a King and without a Prince, and 
without a ſacrifice, and without an image, and 
55 en an Ephod, and without Terap¾im. 
5. Afterwards, the children of Iſrael ſhall re- 
turn, and ſeek the Lord their God, and David 
their king; and they ſhall fear the Lord, and 
Mall know his goodneſs in the latter days. 
Now it is evident the Jews were taught to ex- 
-pe& a King, and of the ſeed of David—and ſhall 
we for a moment doubt, that the Almighty vill 
negle& to fulfil the folemn covenant he wet 
| 7 children of Iſrael? | 
Thus ſays the Lord, who gives the ſun for a 
ght by day, and the moon and ſtars for a light 
by night; who divides the ſea when the waves 
of it roar If thoſe ordinances depart from be- 
fore me, ſays the Lord, then the ſeed of Iſrael 
ſhall alſo ceaſe from being a nation before me for 
ever. Jeremiah 31, 35, and g6. 
Furthermore, the reſtoration of the Tabernacle 
of David, is expreſſed beyond all refutation, in 
2 de ninth chapter of Amos, 
it n . In that day I vill raiſe up the Ta- 
bernacle 


(253) 


bernacle of David that is fallen, and Hoſe up he 


breaches thereof; and I will raiſe up his ruins, 
and I vill build it as in the days of old, &c. &c. 
Here it is evident, that after the Jews reſtora- 


tion to their own country, (which is as clearly 


proved in the 13th, and following verſes of the 
ſame chapter, ) the government of Iſrael will be 
given to the ſeed of David. A righteous branch, u 
King that ſhall reign and. proſper, and ſhall execiite 
1 and juſtice on the cart. 


Hence it is incontrovertibly e certain, that tl | 


Jews have not yet heen reſtored to their Promiſ- 
ed Land, it is indiſputable, that it muſt ſhortly 
take place, in order to the fulfilment of God's 


holy promiſe, in truth to Jacob, and in mercy io 


Abraham, which lie has Jann to our Ces: From the 
_ of old. Micah vii. 0. 

It will be unneceſſary to enforce any further 
ent to prove, that a Prgphet will be re- 
vealed, to lead the Jews to their own land, and 
may. be daily expefted ; though for ſatisfactory il- 
Juſtration, I vill add the laſt chapter: of Malachi, 
1, BOL behold the day cometh, that I fhall 
burn as an oven; and all the proud, ye and all 


chat do wickedly ſhall be ſtubble; and the day 
cometh that ſhall burn them up, faith the Lord 


of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them neither root nor 1 


branch. 


2. But unto you that fear my name, mall be be 


Tun of * _ with healing in his 


wings, 


(6 ) 
-wings, and ſhall go forth and grow up as calyes A 
of the ſtall. 
3. And ye ſhall tread a the wicked. for 
hos ſhall be aſhes under the ſoles of your feet in 
the day that I do this, faith the Lord of Hoſts. 
' » Moſes has deſcribed God as a confuming fire, with 
which; in the terrible day of his wrath, he will 
ſmite © all the proud, and deſtroy all tho/e who 
do-wickedly, of them leaving neither root nor branch; 
but the bright ſun of righteouſneſs will beatti 
forth bleflings on thoſe who fear his holy name 
and they ſhall thrive * and grow up as the calves 
of the ſtall, removing the veil of darknefs from 
their hearts, he will enlighten their underſtand- 
ing, and pour in it his divine wiſdom; and as the 
fierce lion overcometh the lamb and eateth his 
carcaſe, ſo ſhall the righteous triumph over the 
wicked, and tread them under their feet“ for 
they Mall be aſhes ander the ſoles. of their feet? May 
ve not underſtand from that phraſe, the wicked, | 
or enemies of God, are comparatively aſhes on on 
the earth, ſince the N N by which they | 
We be confumed—is fire? 30 ; 
The fifth: verſe of this chapter has bees gene- 3 
rally miſunderſtood : Behold I will fend yon Elijak 4 
the Prophet, before the coming of the great and dread- b 


ful day of the Lord :—This Elijah and Prophet is 1 

repreſented by ſome commentators on the holy 
e to mean the Meſſiab, Jesvs: CHRIST, 4 
70 FG: who tl 
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* who came into the world to ſave ſinners—“ 
others again have affirmed it related to John the 
Baptiſt, who was the harbinger of the coming 
of our Lord and Saviour, and did come, accord- 
ing to the bleſſed Redeemer's own words, © in 
the Arength and power of Elias.“ but as far as 
my humble ſpeculation leads me, the great Elijah 
and Prophet named, implies neither one nor the 
other;* . but another Prophet, who, endued with 
the ſpirit of God, and the power of fire, like un- 
to Elias, will be deputed by the Almighty, to col- 
lect the ſcattered Jews from all nations, and will 
lead them to their own country, which will never 
more be wreſted out of their own hands, where he 
will preſide over them, and adminiſter juſtice 
as a king, and govern and diſpenſe judgements 
as a prophet. The flimſy arguments, however, 
advanced on both. ſides, in ſupport of the fore- 
going opinions, are rendered actually vague and 
erroneous, by the very obſervations they them 
ſelves maintain; both parties acknowledge the 
Millennium, and that the Jews will be reſtored 
to their ancient rites and ſplendor; yet {till aver 
that Malachi's prophecy is fully accompliſhed, con- 
cerning the coming of the Elijah, &c. If this 
was the real caſe, no longer would fathers be 
turned from their children, nor the children 


Jula himſelf denies it is him, John i. 21. “ And they aſked 
him?” what art thou, Elias? and hefaid I am not, Art thou 
that Prophet? and he anſwered x- 0 Ge 

| | D = Th fr om 


ä 


7 


„ 
from their fathers - that is to ſay, no longer would 
che earth be ſmote with the eurſes of war and- 
tumults, cauſing flaughter and bloodſhed, ſpread- 
ing death and deſolation through the world; but 
all mankind and nations would be drawn together 
in the chords of ſocial love and harmony 
the kingdom of Chriſt would come: viz. uni- 
verſal peace would prevail throughout the whote 
* world. x 
Now, as far as my powers i permit, [CANT 
proved that ſuch a Prophet muſt come to fulfil 
the promiſes of God to the children of Iſrael ; it 
no remains to authenticate Mr, Brothers as the 
4 expected Elias, and deſcendant of David. In the 
. 8iſt page of the ſecond book, Mr. B. obſerves, 
« After the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt was born of the 
bleſſed Virgin Mary, ſhe was married to Joſepb; 
= by whom ſhe had ſons: and daughters: they were 
5 ſuppoſed, as the unqueſtionable teſtimony of the 
Goſpel demonſtrates to be, his brothers and ſiſ- 
ters. St. Paul, in the firſt chapter of Galatians, 
| ſpeaking of James, calls him *, Lord's brother ;"* 
and St. Mark, in the ſixth chapter, after hav- 
ing related the people to have wondered when 
they heard Chriſt preaching in the Synagogue on 
the Sabbath; deſcribes many in altomſhment to 
have exclaimed From whence has this Man theſe 
things ꝰ and what wiſdom is this which is given to 
tam, that even fuck mighty works are wrought by his 
hands ? Is nat this the Carpenter, the Son of Mary, 
4 the 


( 1g } | 


the BROTHER of J urs, and Joſes, end of Juda, and 
Simon ; and are not HIS SISTERS here with us 2— 
c. &c. &c. Thus, ſays Mr. Brothers—* Being, 
myſelf deſcended from that James, the eldeſt fon 
of Mary, by Joſeph, whom St. Paul calls the 
Lord's brother, is the reaſon the Lord God, to 
- manifeſt his regard, ſaid to me—You may tell 
the King of England I call you my Nephew.” 
This expreſſion has been an ample feaſt for 
weak minds, as affording ſcope for the ridicule 
of their malignant tongues ; many, with whom 
I have converſed on the ſubjeQ, have affirmed 
it an utter impoſſibility that our Saviour could be 
ſaid to have brothers and ſiſters, becauſe he 
was conceived by a Virgin, created, and not begotten, 
as the other children of David; and as for James 
and Simon, &c. &c. being termed brothers of 
our Lord, are nothing more than mere prover- 
bial ſayings To perſons who maintain this doc- 
trine, I would only anſwer, that if the Inſpired 
Apoſtles, only wrote mere and proverbial ſayings, 
we cannot wonder that there are ſo many un- 
| believers in the Holy Scriptures, in the preſent 
day; but, to continue, however, Mr. B. calling 
himſelf the Nephew of God, operates as a ſtumbling 
block to thoſe, whoſe minds are too ignorant to 
underſtand it, or too obſtinate to receive con- 
viction of its truth. I muſt own from my heart, 
I believe that any man who can trace his line of 
— to David, is undoubtedly ſuch a rela- 
tion 
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e 
tion to the Almighty. In the ſame manner, 
(as Mr. Braſſey Halhed ingenuouſly affirms) that 
every Jew to this day is a ſon of Abraham ; and 
as we are all of us, beyond a doubt, the ſons of 


Adam.“ 
Mr. Brothers in his kad to the ſecond part 


| of his work, laconically declares, * a man that has 


been an officer in the navy, whoſe immediate an- 
ceſtors have been ſeparated from the Jews ſuch 
a conſiderable length of time, as to make them 
forget they ever belonged to the name, declar- 
ing himſelf openly to the world a Prophet of 
God „the revealed: Prince alloited to order the 
ſudden return of the Hebrews from all nations, 
and govern them in the land of Iſrael, will, with 
ſome reaſon I allow, excite both aftomiſhment 
and doubt; but from the multiphed recorded 
teſtimonies I produce, which yo man on earth 


can, it ought not to prevail with any perſon as 


a juſt objection againſt believing what] write.” 
For obſerve, continues he, © ſome--hoſtile 
profeſſion was neceſſary for me to be concerned 
in, to fulfill the recorded judgement; of the fa- 
mily I am deſigned to repreſent in the ſeat, of 
government” adverting it is certain to the de- 
nouncement of God on David, King of Iſrael, 
that the fword ſhould never depart from his houſe. 

It alſo plainly appears to me, that in all his 


perſonal concerns, and in his conduct, life, and 


rr, he Nad be an exact and figurative pa- 
tern 


{ 21 Y, 
tern of Mosks, who led the children of Iſrael out 
of the land of Egypt into the country of Pale- 
ſine; and as his miſſion is exaRly ſimilar to that 


of the firſt Moss, we may with ſtrict propriety 


term him the ſecond, as it is he, who in theſe mo- 
dern days, will colle& the ſcattered Jews and 
3 them to judea. 

And by the Expoſition given by Mr. Brothers 
we underſtand, that the Babylon referred to in 


the 18th chapter of John's Apocalypſe, does not 


appertain to Rome, as all commentators: have 
deſcribed it, but London. It is clearly repreſent- 
ed as a capital ſca. port; and furthermore, the 
very merchandize and articles of traffic, in which 
our traders are ſo notoriouſly renowned for 
dealing in, are ſo ſatisfaQtorily elucidated, as 
not to leave us for a moment in conjeQture, to 
what N the Apoſtle. ſo metaphorically al- 
luded. In this place it will not be mal 4 pro- 


Hos, to ſay a few words on the ſubject of the trade; 


in which our Britiſn traders are ſo er no- 


torious. 9047 Wy . 


To England this Sails 8 is a Ligne 


of reproach of the blackeſt hue, It is a. 
TRADE, whoſe baſis is cruelty; and oppreſſion; 


and expreſsly contrary. to the laws of God and 
Max. It is an abomination to the LorD, and 
calls aloud for divine vengeance, and to thoſe who 
ſupport. it; and thoſe whotſanQion- it, it will be 


an everlaſting confuſion: O WILBER FORCE! ever 
Wet | immortalized, 


- 
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immortalized, and much reſpected name, to the 


friends of humanity, honour, and freedom; it 


will ever be regarded and perpetuated to poſte- 
rity, with that tribute of gratitude and applauſe 
which thy meritorious conduct in the cauſe of 
virtue ſo juſtly demands; and though for awhile 


ty rannic oppreſſion may uſurp her haggard power 
over the venerable. endeavours of humanity, 


juſtice, ere long, will riſe ſuperior to the frowns of 
tyranny, and the mercileſs ſcourge of iniquitous 
barbarity ! Hear the grateful effuſions of a Poor 
African to this friend of an oppreſſed Nation 
« Even-amid our calamities the thoughts of you 
will foothe our forrows, when our tyrants are 
wielding the enſanguined ſcourge over our bleed- 
ing loins and ſhoulders; with the name of WII 
BERFORCE, we Will claſh the CHRISTIAN Savaces, 
and charm away the pain of our tortures. . 

O much honoured and beloved WII RTRrOncE! 


may you long enjoy the breath of life to bleſs 
mank ind with your benevolent virtues, may your 


enemies wither like the reeds of the deſert! may 


mountains overwhelm them with oblivion, while 


they raiſe you the God of our Nation! 
: * Your voice of mercy has ſhaken cruelty, on her 


throne of oppreſſion ſhe may not long triumph, 


the tornado may riſe and hurl her to perdition, pe- 


ſtilence may ſoon blaſt her produce, and leave her 


palfied on the waſte of deſpair, wild, frantic, and 
woeful as the heart of a poor Negro! ſhe may 
r ſoon 
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ſoon be left in the moſt, afflitive anguiſh, then 
will ſhe feel the woes of her flaves with bitterneſs 
and repentance ; but remorſe will be a canker. 
worm to the wounds of her mind, then will the 
lament her avarice of wealth ſhould: have been 
gratified by the toils, tears, and torn limbs of her 
poor Negroes—-then will our groans ſound in her 
ears, filling her ſoul with the idea of pains her 
mercileſs chaſtiſements occaſioned the flaves 
which enriched her with their labours. 

{Ml Wilberforce, thou knowest that man, doen 
on any part of the earth, was never meant to be 
the unredeemable ſlave of another. Power may 
ſhackle our limbs but ſhe never can deprive us 
of our rights. As men we can never loſe the 
privilege of our natural Liberty; born on the 
earth, we have every right to its common enjoy- 
ments with our tyrannous taſk-maſters, O, WII 
BERFORCE! truſting to thy virtues, we hope you 
will never ceaſe to remember our ſhackles and 
our ſcourges. You cannot, you will not, deſiſt 
from wiſhing for our reſtoration to the common 
rights of men, and to the protection of law . 
againſt the moſt mercileſs oppreſſors. 

« Your labours have not ſucceeded, but yout 
virtues have immortalized themſelves. O, deſiſt 
not from being her advocate! Avarice may, by 
your perſeverance, be obliged to relax her graſp 
of tyranny—ſhe may be convinced that A FREE | 
Narion ning" be the woſt zealous, faithful, and 
Rk 4 1. productive 
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24 
productive ſervant-—ſhe may be convinced that 
thoſe who labour from fear, render their toils 
fruitleſs by diſguſt.” The free and cheerful mind 
will ever be the moſt advantageous in labour, but 
your good ſenſe and good heart require no ideas 
or ſentiments of mine: taught to eſtimate the 
value as well as privilege of man, you know that 
oF the enfranchiſed ſubject is the ſtrength and riches 
1 of the community to which he belongs. A Nation 
of Slaves was never ſo powerful or wealthy as a 
Nation of Frzemen. Wealthy, as our tyrants 
1 er EC energy? abu ndance uy 
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3 and would reſtore ten fold: : his Ja from 


= | chains and ſcourges would elevate his heart, nerve 
f his limbs, and give redoubled energy tohis efforts R 
N ſor the ſervice of thoſe who had reſtored him to 0 
I JO withheld privileges of humanenjoyment.”? i. 


WM Caan it be ſuppoſed thatthe Lord will permit ſuch 
BY an execrable trade to contimie in violation of his 
3H ſacred commands, without: exciting his wrath to | 
_ = fulſil the judgment he has denounced on ſuch an — 
3 heinous infringement on humam rights? — Liberty 
is the gift of God, and woe unto him that ſhall Lo 
LE dare to infringe upon it read the judgment of 
1 | God, ye dealers in human fle eh; and tremble for af 
pourſel ves -blood muſt be avenged by blood, 


3 ont . te 
N and death muſt be appeaſed by the atonement of * 
| life—and He who ſtealet a man and ſecreteth him, or 3 
ne be found in his a he * furely be put to 1 i 
f JE r Ren : 
WAA : DzarH, 
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Darn. How do the African traders get their 
ſlaves but by ſtealing: them they viſit the differ- 


ent Indian goaſts, inveigle the natives on board 
their veſſels by luring trifles, and then rob them 


of their liberty, the moſt deſirable enjoyment 
mankind can poſſeſs—confine them in the ſhips“ 


hold fettered in galling chains, | and- ſcarcely; 


allow them ſufficient ſuſtenance to preſerve their 
ſpirits from ſinking beneath the preſſure of miſs 
fortune, and hen liberated from their priſon, ſold! 


to wretchedneſs and ſlavery; Are not the Blacks, 
the oppreſſed Negroes, as capable of feeling the 
pangs of-woe as thoſe who boaſt themſelves Whites 


and Europeans yes l and oftentimes ſhame” to 


our country and religion, poſſeſs hearts that 


ſhrink from treachery and deceit; and enjoy 


ſouls glowing with ſenſibility, hoſpitality, and 
gratitude - hilſt we, who exult in our complexion 
and manners, are guilty of the baſeſt crimes, and 


veil beneath a fair outfide an inward heart as black: 


as guile can make it. But to avoid further con- 


tinuation of a ſubject that muſt create in every 
virtuous breaſt the moſt poignant diſguſt, I have 
not a doubt Mr. Milber force and his friends, who 


have favoured the abolition of this moſt deteſtable 


trade, will meet that reward both here and here- 
after, that their laudable and indefatigable exer- 
tions in the cauſe of humanity, ſo juſtly entitle 
them: but to continue, taking a moments ſurvey 

of n in a geographical point of view, it 
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appears ſituated inland; and conſequently from 
its ſituation, rendered inadequate to the pur- 
poſes of carrying on commerce by ſhipping. 
Hence it is, we find it particularly defective 
in all thoſe branches of merchantile trade, 
that render countries conſpicuous and flouriſh 
ing. We may with reaſon then ſuppoſe that 


London is the great city, called ſpiritually So- 
dom in Egypt, (Rev. xi.) Therefore the 


ſynchroniſm of the oſſice of both Prophets, 


are materially parallel to each other. Mr. 


Hallied has given us a beautiful ſimile in ſupport 


of the coincidence that charaQterizes the primi- 


tive origin of the two perſonages; he ſays, © For 


as Moſes aſcended from an ark of bull-ruſhes, fo 
did Mr. Brothers riſe from 7 45 having been 


bred to the navy.” We perceive alſo, that by 
the expreſs" command of the Lord God himſelf, 
Mr. Brothers cut a wand in 1792, which is to 
perform the ſame miracles, that the former one 
of Moſes did of old; * car is an eee 


ſtill further: 
Thus I have hea: Mr. W to his beſt 


of my ability, to the knowledge of the reader, in 


the character he appears openly to the world; 
and from my foul, 1 folemnly declare, I believe 


him to be the very man he profeſſes himſelf. 
Thoſe ſurely who have ſeen and eonverſed with 
him, can never preſume to ſay he is either a MAD 
MAN or an IMPOSTOR, as both aſſertions will have 
appearances 


6 27) 


appearances decidedly againſt them. Taking 
him in the point of view as a MAN —-he is hu- 
mane, generous, and polite; as a MORAL,.CHARAC- 
TER, he is grave in his deportment, pious in his 
manners and conduct, and univerſally beloved by 
thoſe who know him; as a CHRISTIAN and DIVIXE 
TEachER, he is in converſation and life Tax 
CHRISTIAN, as far as all thoſe who have been in the 
habit of vifiting him can determine. In conver- 


ſation, he argues, (:f not in rhetorical and flowery 
language) with reaſon and judgment, and quotes 
ſcriptural proofs, with unequalled preciſion, as the 
baſis of his arguments, when aſked impertinent 
and ſarcaſtic queſtions by ignorant perſons, who 
eitherpreſuming on their rank or ſituation in life, 
thought proper to ridicule and inſult him, he has 
anſwered mildly, and in the true ſpirit of humi- 
lity, yet his anſwers have been coherent to their 
ſhame, and generally operated as a choke-pear to 
his witty queriſts ; always avoids running into 
rhapſodies, and never permits, unchecked, enthu- 
ſiaſtical diſputes to take place in his preſence; 
when he ſees occaſion to reprove, it is with mild» 
neſs and juſtice ; if he approves, it is not with 


flattery and guile, but gives praiſe unto God, and 


hopes he will ſtrengthen the heart in the exerciſes 
of religion; to the approved, be ſays, go on and 
proſper, and to thoſe around he whiſpers, go thou, 


and do likewiſe. Can we then, in theſe tracts of 


kis like, ©, charatiar, and converſation, diſcoyer any. 
thing 
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_ "thing apparently mad? Reaſon cannot always 
- accompany madneſs, though the moſt deranged 
Iunatic enjoys its intervals, but he is always rea- 
| ſonable, and. T believe no man ever thought him 
otherwiſe, unleſs the virtue which he urged was 
the laſt thing he deſired, and the judgments of 
God which he foretold claſhed with his own opi- 


nions, the rather becauſe they appeared either 


merited by his crimes, or detrimental, if not en- 
tirely deſtructive of his favourite views and pur- 
ſuits; ſuch a man indeed, I wall allow, might pro- 
nounce him mad, and ſuch only whoſe intereſts he 
foils are the men who would have him a MADMAN; 


but the wretches in vain endeavour to prove him 


ſo; for all their formidable attempts and labours to 
2 refutation are inſufficient to the deſired purpoſe, 
redounding like a battery directed againſt them- 
ſelves, to their own diſcredit, if not confuſion. 
Thus we have ſeen how much Mr. Richard 
Brothers appears in the character of a MADMAN, 
and 25 whom he is thought ſo. No / let us with 
equal candour ſearch how far his appearance and 
actions are conformable with thoſe that muſt neceſ@ 
r. conſtitute an I r and an ANARCHIST; 
An furos ren, or a man who wiſhes to deceive, 
let the impoſition be calculated for whatever end 
it may, is generally peculiarly inſinuating in his 
manners and converſation, and wonderfully in- 
1 Elnes both to intereſt your opinions in his favour, 
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purpoſe by! flatiery and deceit, > A deceiver muſt 
be a complete adept in flattery, and maſter oſ diſ- 
ſimulation-he muſt applaud the actions you 
never committed, and extol thoſe as ' heavenly, 
which, pefhaps in the ſight of himſelf and all 


mankind, are as black as hell; he will cringe for 
Intereſt alone, and when he gives a farthing away 


it is only with the hopes of expecting to gain a 


pound for it : ſo much for the requiſites neceſſary 


for an impoſtor. In Mr. Brothers demeanour 
and converfation we perceive neither lurking hy- 
pocriſy nor inſidious craft; his behaviour and 
manner appear to be neither Forced nor put on, but 
upright and boneſti; the viſible emblems of his 
heart and principles, and his actions and conduct, 


ſeem influenced only by the beſt emotions both of 


foul and ſentiment. Throughout the whole tenor 
of his liſe he has been reſpected; in his nautieal 
capacity on board ſhips: of war, he has been ad- 
mired by his commanders, eſteemed by his ſellow- 
officers, and beloved by the ſailors under his com- 
mand: to this day they honour him with the 
greateſt profeſsions of eſteem, beſtow encomiums 
on his name, and pay the moſt venerated/panegy= 
ries to his character; as an officer, indefatigable i in ; 
the exerciſe of his duty, of integrity, and virtue 


and as a man humane in his feelings, and upright; 


in all his dealings. —.-Thus, Is it poſſible for a 
moment to declare him an Impoſtor, and noticing: 


none of thoſe events which lie foretold long before: 
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they took place, or even were at the time antici- 


pated by the very authors of them? We will en- 
quire to what purpoſe the impoſition was intended, 


as the author of it would, ſetting aſide all doubts, 


be himſelf the firſt object and victim of the ſo- 
lemn deluſion. Many people have not heſitated 


to pronounce him that character, but theſe cannot 


convince you, nor even reconcile to their own con- 
ſciences, I believe, what object he can havein view . 
if as an Anarchiſt, they accuſe him of treaſonable 
practices, intentionally calculated to ſtir up rebel- 
lion in the minds of men. The anathemas he 
pronounces againſt the preſent government will 
give the lye to their aſſertions, for man will drop 
the cauſe, however juſt it may be ſupported, when 
he finds that God has taken it up, and will, by his 
divine judgment, cruſh the cruelty and oppreſſion 


for which he has long and vainly endeavoured to 
gain redreſs ; the exhortation he has given us to 


amend-our lives, to live virtuouſly, and in the fear 
of God, and to refrain from all manner. of ſin, 
cannot be of an evil or deſigning ſpirit ; as evil can- 
not come out of good, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe 


that the Devil would prompt to virtue or influence 
2 man to propagate true religion to ſerve his pur- 


poſes; as it is the very bulwark againſt which all 


his attaeks are levelled, ſince by its power alone 
on the human heart that of Satan's is rendered 


contemptuous and abortive. As the working tool 


of a particular political party, which I have. heard 
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with a why. or wherefore; TI cannot find one word 
either by his books or tradition, that in the leaſt 
corroborates ſuch an opinion; I have peruſed and 


reperuſed them, and he ful minates deſtruction to 
all parties dethronement to our preſent king 


{ſubverſion to the preſent government both civil 


and eccleſiaſtical a ſpeedy termination to both 


Houſes of Parliament, and violent threats are de- 
nounced againſt the whole Britiſh Nation. Does 
it then appear in the light cf a party concern, 
ſince he only cffers the hopes of mercy from an 
enraged God to the hearts of thoſe who are the 


meek and peaceful on earth? but it is evident 


both miniſterial and oppoſition parties are juſtly 


to be compared to men labouring in the ſame: 


field, but with different implements. The former 


determines at all events to catry on the war, his” 


the conſequences what they may, the latter main- 


tains it 1s utterly impracticable to perſevere in ĩt 
any further, as our reſources are exhauſted, and 
from the inſtability of our allies. we are unabled; 


to continue it: indeed throughout the whole war 
we have truſted to the aff of a bruiſed reed, in 


confiding i in our allies; who, although they have: 


pledged themſelves to have done all that in them 
laid; it is eaſy to be perceived our ſubſidies have 
been repaid by treachery and impoſition, though 


omitting digreſſion; it is certain both patties are 


directed to the ſame point in their on hearts 
(let them fy 1 what they pleaſe),. the difference is, 
the 


WS IRE EC 


s y — 1 
1 Fr "na 
4... a 


had ade ted. hes 
* 


a1 


the one is reſolute in continuing the war, and the 


other would agree and own its plauſibility of ſuc- 
ceſs, if the means adequate could be produced or 
procured; Thus we have ſhewn him, beyond all 
diſpute, a man of no party, nor actuated by any 


political motives whatever; now we will examine 


bim as an impoſtor=<-taking him in this light, he 


muſt have ſome expectations or hopes of aggran- 
dizement to be realized, but we find Mr. Brothers 
totally regardleſs of human laws and diſpenſations, 


ſtanding 'unruffled, braving with determined in- 
difference all human authority, as if invulnerable 
to · all the powers of man: then what ſhall we fay 


for a'man, who we find alſo abounding in acts of 


charity, when he himſelf has ſcarcely where- 
withal for his own ſupport ? One inftance I will 
give among many—-A poor woman and three 
children were left deſtitute by the death of her 


' huſband, who died abroad in the ſervice of the 


King: being reduced to an extreme ſtate of mi- 


ſery, in ſo much that her landlady had ſeized her 
goods and bed from under them: without friends 


and money, ſtarving appeared inevitable, when 
Mr. Brothers, hearing of the woman's misfortunes, 

humanely ſent her ſeven guineas, which redeemed” 
her goods, and afforded her and her children the 
means of going into Wales, where her friends, and 
thoſe of her late huſband reſided. An Impoſtor, 


who is 4 man guiky of the vileſt crimes, would 
certainly never delight in doing gocd ; ; and this 
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can n juſtiy ſay, Mr. Brothers employed himſelf in 
diſtributing benefits ts the poor and needy; ſo 
that he frequently left himſelf deſtitute to ſupply 
the wants of others. 

I will now no further, by e :lluſions, of- 
fered by ignorant perſons, depreciate the character 
of a man, whom I venerate and eſteem. I will 


only add, that as from the obſervations, I have de- 


- duced, I think it is clearly proved, that he is nei- 
ther a Madman nor an Inpeſtor; arid though it 
might be a wicked preſumption to ſay poſitively 
he is the Prophet of God; yet it would be irre- 
verent to the word of God, to aſſert abſolutely he 
is not; and as many have doubts, ſo alſo many 
may Believe in him, and of the latter number I in- 


clude myſelf: and I aſſert, from the firſt moment 


I ſaw him, I imbibed a belief of his n 
and miſſion. 

There is in my . a 7 ne ſcai oy 
ſomething ſo ſtriking in his dreſs, and ſo awful in 
his countenance, that my ideas of him may be 


eaſier conceived than expreſſed, by any perſon - 
| who has ſeen him; but I do not mean to be un- 


derſtood to ſay that when 1 believed, J enteriained 
ſuch an implicit faith, as not ſometimes to have 
doubts ariſe in my mind on his infallibility ; be- 
cauſe, as no mortal is freely exempt from error, he, 
in a human ſtate on earth, (though divinely in- 
ſpired,) might err and be equally liable to miſ- 
takes; but thus far we may conclude, none of 
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thoſe irregularities are to be perceived in Mr, 
Brothers's conduct and ations, that generally 
mark the Madman, or one deranged in his ſenſes ; 

nor can we diſcover beneath the ſanctity of his 
ecountenance and behaviour a ſecret deception, to 
ſupport the propoſition of his being an Inpoſtor: 
neither can we foreſee any private intereſt or gra- 
tiſication to be derived from ſueh a deceptive 
impoſition. Therefore, ſince we cannot determine 
with reaſon, we muſt wait with patience, till 
God ſhall pleaſe in his divine goodneſs, ſhall con- 
vince us of his truth or fallacy. And as the Al- 


mighty is the only Proptia Perſona, who can un- 


ratel the myſtery; we muſt tarry patiently and 


ſuſpend our opinions, till he ſhall grant us a divine 


manifeſtation, ſo that we may be fully aware of 
faying (through the heat and natural fluctuation of 
our ce 7 . in Bale, that ws ant & neat 
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